Role disagreement in primary care practice.
To measure the extent of disagreement on roles between nurse practitioners (NPs) and physicians working together and to look for characteristics of joint practices that are associated with disagreement, patient vignettes were sent to 15 NP/M.D. dyads, and both M.D.s and NPs were asked how appropriate it would be for them and for their co-practitioner to provide care for the problem presented in each vignette. Measures of disagreement on patient care roles were developed by comparing responses within the dyad. For all practices, there was moderate agreement on roles, and this agreement seemed to favor a complementary practice. Disagreement on the NP's role was most often in the direction of NP feeling capable of providing more care than the M.D. felt she could provide. Various factors, such as job satisfaction, age differences between providers, and training level of the NP, were associated with the disagreement that was found. Some disagreement on roles exists between NPs and M.D.s practicing together. Resolution of these differences may lead to greater job satisfaction and more effective interaction between providers.